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MISSION STATEMENT

Our responsibility is to promote the
temperament, appearance, soundness,
natural retrieving and hunting abilities
of the Golden Retriever. Our members are dedicated to the responsible
breeding and ownership of the Golden
Retriever. We advance and protect the
interests of the breed through events,
education, The National Breed Council
and research.
www.grcwa.com

Your New Puppy
CONGR ATULATIONS ON YOUR
NEW PUPPY
Bringing home a puppy can be a fun,
exciting and overwhelming experience
for both you and your puppy. Preparing
for the homecoming in advance and
undersanding what your puppy really
needs will go a long way toward helping
them become a happy, polite member of
your family.

IS A PUPPY THE RIGHT
COMPANION FOR YOU?

Check “ Yes” or “No” after reading the
following statements:
1. I have an appropriate location and
space for the breed I am considering
2. I have the time, patience and energy
necessary to commit to training my
puppy
3. I have researched and can commit
to providing proper care, veterinary
attention and nutrition for my puppy
4. An adult will provide responsible and
primary care for my puppy
If you answered “ Yes” to all of these
statements, a puppy may be the
right choice for you! Continue
reading about how to care
for a puppy and ask the
GRCWA to learn
more.

FINDING YOUR PUPPY

If your heart is set on a Golden Retriever
and you don’t wont to consider rescue
or an adult, the first step is to contact
the state breed club and find a breeder
who knows what they are doing. Good
breeders will not only answer your
questions, but will also ask many of their
own, since their main goal is to find
responsible, permanent homes for their
puppies. If possible, observe the mother
and father—their personalities will tell
you a lot about what the puppies will
be like. Puppies should stay with their
mother for at least eight weeks after birth
to learn important socialisation skills.

BEFORE BRINGING YOUR PUPPY
HOME
Make certain your house has been
puppy-proofed. Pick up anything small
enough to be swallowed and remove
anything you would prefer the puppy not
chew. Puppies chew—it is a natural and
necessary part of puppyhood. Prevention
and management are the best ways to
protect both your puppy and your
possessions.
Decide where to put the
puppy’s crate, food and
water dishes and
toys. You’ll want
to focus on
your new
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puppy once you bring them home, not
on where you want things to go. Have a
supply of high-quality puppy food on
hand (check with the breeder or shelter
and ask what kind of food the puppy is
currently on), as well as the name and
phone number of a local veterinarian.
If possible, have an appointment already
made for a new puppy checkup.

THE TRIP HOME

The safest way to bring your puppy
home is in a travel crate, not in your
lap. Line the floor of the crate with an
absorbent towel, since many puppies may
experience motion sickness. Secure the
crate with a seat belt so that movement is
kept to a minimum. Although everyone
else in the car will be excited, your puppy
may be scared and confused. Talk to your
puppy in a gentle, soft voice to help them
settle and feel more comfortable.
Start out right with your new puppy.
While behaviors like jumping up on
you and chewing on your shoelaces may
be cute at first, they quickly become
tiresome or even dangerous with an
adult dog. Only encourage behaviors that
would be acceptable in
an adult dog.

TR AINING & SOCIALISATION

Keep training sessions short and upbeat.
Puppies have very short attention spans,
and, like children, respond better to
praise than punishment. Feed your
puppy as much of his food as possible
from your hand as reinforcement
for desired behaviours. Positive
reinforcement also increases self-esteem
and self-confidence in an adult dog.
Decide how you will house-train your
puppy before you bring them home.
Will you teach them to go outside in a
particular spot? Refer to the club for
further information on good training
clubs.
Puppies like consistency a regular
schedule of feeding, toilet breaks and
bedtimes will help ease your puppy
through the transition into your home
and make housetraining much easier.
Use an enzymatic cleaner to clean up
accidents and eliminate odors.
Once your puppy has settled in, begin
introducing them to basic grooming and
having every part of their body touched
and handled. This will make future
grooming and veterinarian visits much
more pleasant.
Puppies & adults
can get

scared of novel things. Introduce your
puppy to as many new surroundings,
new footings, new people and new
objects in a variety of settings. Once
their vaccinations are up-to-date, well
run puppy training classes are wonderful
ways to socialise them with both new
people and new dogs. Socialisation
now will help avert aggression and fear
responses later in life.

SLEEP

Puppies need a lot of sleep about 16 -18
hours a day. A place of its own to sleep
is very important to help your puppy
feel secure in its new home. A crate or
a puppy proof area with a place to sleep
should be provided. Pups are more
likely to feel secure if they have a snug
bed, so a bed with high, soft sides will
suit most breeds. Alternatively, there are
trampoline style beds which can be easily
cleaned and are good for a pup who is
prone to chewing.

STIMULATION

Toys - For a puppy, one of the most
important toys is their comfort toy. This
toy should be soft, cuddly and ideally be
introduced to the pup before taking
him or her home. This may help soothe
the puppy as the toy will take on the
scent of what was familiar to them.
An efficient way to distract pups from
naughty habits is to provide them with
a variety of toys to help occupy and
entertain them. To achieve this, a few
different style of toys can be used, such as
balls, squeaky toys, rubber toys and treat
dispensing toys. Over the space of a few
weeks, a collection of toys should be
compiled and stored away, with the
pup having access to 3 or 4 at a time.
Swapping them every few days may
help prevent boredom and destructive
behaviour.

TEETHING

Puppies go through a teething stage and
chewing will help relieve the pressure on
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their gums. If you provide them a variety
of items that they are allowed to chew,
there is less chance that your furniture
and new shoes will look like a tasty chew
treat. If your pups found a particular
piece of furniture to chew, there are
bitter tasting sprays which can be applied
to such an area to deter them. Prevent
unsupervised access to those areas until
they have learnt what they can and cannot
chew on.

GROOMING

Bath-time - Dogs should not be bathed
too often, as it strips the coat of its
natural oils, which causes red, itchy and
sometimes smelly, skin. Bath you dog in
a gentle shampoo specifically formulated
for dogs when you feel he needs a bath. In
between washes, a leave on conditioner
can be sprayed and brushed through
their coat to keep .thier coat in a good
condition. You should make sure that
your dog isn’t bathed in human shampoo,
as these can irritate their skin.
Brushing - There are a variety of brushes
available, depending on the breed of dog
you own. Ask the breeder what sort of
brush they recommend. Most dogs will
benefit from a good comb, along with nail
clippers, to keep their nails as short as
possible. For most medium to long-coat
dogs, a bristle style brush will be most
effective at removing any dead, or excess
undercoat.
Ears - Dogs (and especially puppies) that

have long, floppy ears, tend to get a build
up of ear wax, which can cause infections
if not cleaned out regularly. It is best to
clean their ears out after every bath, with
a ear cleaning solution such as Epiotic,
more often if it develops as a problem for
your dog in particular.

be carrying any diseases, which includes
walks on the street or to the dog park.
Worm Prevention - Your puppy will
need an intestinal worming product. The
breeder would have wormed your puppy
at 2, 4, 6 and 8 weeks You will need to
worm your puppy at 10 and 12 weeks
and then every month following
this, until they reach 6 months
HEALTH
of age, at which time it needs
Vaccinations - Puppies require regular
only be done every 3 months.
boosters to protect against Canine
Parvovirus, Distemper, Hepatitis, Kennel Your puppy will also need
Heartworm treatment. Your
Cough (Bordatella), Leptospirosis and
Parainfluenza. Initially they should have breeder would of started
this at 6 weeks. A monthly
been done at 6-8 weeks and followup
vaccines are required at the ages of 10-12 heartworm tablet is the
weeks, then at 12 months and then every easiest treatment.
3 years. Until your puppy has had its 1012 weeks vaccination, he shouldn’t come FEEDING
in contact with dogs that could possibly
A well balanced diet is essential

for any dog, and even more vital for the
needs of a growing puppy. It is best to
keep your puppy on the diet the breeder
suggests until they are at least 12 - 18
months of age. Dogs require different
levels of fat and other nutrients in the
various stages of their life. Puppies from
6-12 weeks should be provided with 4
meals a day, from 3-10 (approx) months
should be fed 3 meals a day, and 1 or 2
meals a day after around 6 months of age.
No dogs should be provided a constant
‘grazing’ type diet, where food is left
out for an extended period of time, the
food will settlein the gut and become a
problem for digestion.
If If you are concerned about anything,
please do not hesitate to contact the
GRCWA We are more than happy to
answer
any queries.

